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Secretary of State

Francis C. Heitmeier. Allen "Al" Leone.

Mary Chehardy. Rayburn Clipper. James "Jim" Crowley. III. "Jay" Dardenne. "Mike" Francis.

Mary Chehardy

NAME: Mary Chehardy

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR PUBLICATION:

Address: 5005 Green acres Ct.

Phone: 504(888.0256)

FAX: (504) 864-0423

Email: Poochie01@Bellsouth.net

Website: No Website yet

PARTY AFFILIATION: Republican

PROFESSION: Real estate sales

PRESENT EMPLOYER/POSITION (if self-employed, what type of
business) Real estate, self

HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATION (include graduation date):
Associate degree in business administration plus many courses in
various other specialties

APPLICABLE TRAINING: 40 yrs. Of business self employed
CIVIC EXPERIENCE: Polling commisioner many years
POLITICAL EXPERIENCE AND POLITICAL ORGANIZATION
Deputy clerk of court Poll commissioner

MEMBERSHIPS: ?

1. Should the Secretary of State be appointed rather than elected?
Explain.

No------ People have to have their voice in government. The people
have a right to choose their officials, as you take that right away, it
heads toward a dictatorship

2. What do you consider to be the best type of voting equipment?
Whatever operates with the Least amount of Trouble and is accurate.
Also, easy for the voter to use.

3. What reforms would you propose for the recording of corporations
to make the information available to the public?
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As it is Now done, as far as I know, but if I can be shown a better
way, [ will do it.

4. What permanent changes to the voter registration procedure or the
election process would you recommend to the legislature?
Positive 1.D. including fingerprints, when deemed necessary

*

Rayburn Clipper

No Response

James "Jim" Crowley, II1

NAME: James" Jim" Crowley

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR PUBLICATION:
Address:4509 Linwood Ave. Shreveport, La. 71108
Phone:318-617-4389

FAX:

E-mail: JamesJCCW @yahoo.com

Website: http://www.jamescrowley.zoomshare.com
PARTY AFFILIATION: No Party(Independent)

PROFESSION: Small businessman(Coins and Collectibles, Licensed
Real Estate Broker and Notary Public)

PRESENT EMPLOYER/POSITION (if self-employed, what type of
business) Coins and Collectibles, Licensed Real Estate Broker, and
Notary Public

HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATION (include graduation date):
Bachelors LSU system(79), Master's work NSU and Continuing Ed.-
BPCC

APPLICABLE TRAINING: Veteran-U. S. Navy and La. National
Guard, Former State Employee, working with Clerk of Court and
Registrar of Voters to ensure orderly election process, and a Teacher.
CIVIC EXPERIENCE: Former member Board of Directors American
Red Cross, Board of Realtors, Chamber of Commerce, Jaycees, AFL-
CIO and Teamsters

POLITICAL EXPERIENCE AND POLITICAL ORGANIZATION
MEMBERSHIPS:

Former Caddo Parish Police Juror

Ran for Commissioner of Elections (early 80's) to merge the office
with the Secretary of State

Former member of Democratic State Central Committee

Former member of Caddo Parish Democratic Executive Committee
Former Chairman of the Board of Caddo Parish Young Democrats
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1. Should the Secretary of State be appointed rather than elected?
Explain.

I believe that in this republican form of government, this office
should be occupied by someone who is independent of party politics
and elected democratically. Only an idealist would believe politics
can be separated from this office even if it is appointed. I am a
former resident of both Baton Rouge and the New Orleans Metro
Area. I am fortunate to have been a former State employee. I believe
in the old addage "in order to lead, you must first learn to follow."
Our mission is to stop those who may have other designs for this
office for the benefit of a political party at the expense of the
Louisiana electorate as a whole. Who is crazy enough to want the ex-
chairman of a political party as their chief elections officer? It is also
to show the state senators in this race that their lack of mercy for the
people after the hurricanes by their own personal greed in voting for
HB 1028 must be answered for. This bill would have given
legislators 75% state subsidized health and life insurance for life
before they were booted out by term limits. Lest we forget, this was
voted on in the waning days of the session while you were in your
most vulnerable state after the hurricanes. Any excuse after the third
reading is unacceptable. "If someone is gullable enough to fall for
that one, I have some desert land in New Orleans during August and
September to sell you." Other excuses simply point to incompetence
and the inept.

2. What do you consider to be the best type of voting equipment?
The AVC Advantage electronic system. What idiot would spend
upwards of $300,000 in the primary for an office (that doesn't make
the laws or vote on the state budget) and to hold that office for about
a year and then face re-election again? This should be your clue as to
the wiser of the candidates. Where does their interest lie and whose
interest will they take care of if elected? What are the consequences
of having someone do this? Will good government result? I am
financing my own low budget campaign in the primary. I am asking
you to donate to Hurricane Relief or your favorite charity. I am
unbought and unbossed. My goals are to continue to have fair and
honest elections, making voting easier, and to advocate economic
development, job creation, tax cuts, and education. I also believe in
preserving and enhancing the culture and history of our state. I have
walked 300 miles campaigning during this campaign since May. I am
not finished.

3. What reforms would you propose for the recording of corporations
to make the information available to the public?

This is an ongoing technological improvement issue with a 2-year
target date to provide better corporation recordation information
access to the public based upon funds available. I ran for La.
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Commissioner of Elections in the early 80's advocating the merging
of the two offices. Some twenty years later, you the people of
Louisiana did it. I'll never forget the kindness, warmth, and friendship
you showed me. You'll always have access to me and a special place
in my heart. I hope to have a satellite office in Orleans, Jefferson, or
St.Tammany Parish. This office, overall, is one of the best ran offices
in State government. There will be virtually no changes, unless
positive, in personnel, policies, or procedures under my direction.
"When something isn't broke, why fix it?"

4. What permanent changes to the voter registration procedure or the
election process would you recommend to the legislature?

Continue with the Imaging Project for Orleans Parish to clean up the
voter rolls. Look at the possibility of shorter voting hours, but based
on historical turnout only. Either reduce the polling hours or pay the
commissioners more. Any other ideas the public may have, I'd be
happy to consider. I am fortunate in having been a former resident of
both Baton Rouge and New Orleans. I am fortunate in being the only
candidate to reside north of I-10. I am fortunate to have walked
Acadiana and Central La. I am blessed in that the town of Crowley
bears my family name. I am more blessed in that I am the only
candidate to have elected governmental executive, legislative, and
administrative experience. But most of all I am blessed by knowing
the Holy Trinity, and the People and land we call Louisiana. I could
have done far, far worse. I love you. "Louisiana, you have nurtured
me from childhood. Please give me the opportunity to help and repay
you." My number on the ballot is #38. May God bless Louisiana, you
and your family. Thank you.

"Jay" Dardenne

NAME: Jay Dardenne

ADDRESS:

PHYSICAL: 3505 Perkins Road (Next door to Books A Million)
MAILING: P.O. Box 2976

Baton Rouge, LA 70821

PHONE: 225-223-6804

FAX: 225-218-4767

EMAIL: JayDardenne @cox.net

Website:

PARTY AFFILIATION: Republican

PROFESSION: Attorney

PRESENT EMPLOYER/POSITION: Kennon, Odom and Dardenne,
LLC

HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATION: J.D., 1979 from Louisiana
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State University Law Center

APPLICABLE TRAINING: Attorney, community leader, state
senator and Louisiana taxpayer and voter.

CIVIC EXPERIENCE: Local emcee for the Jerry Lewis Telethon;
involved with the Muscular Dystrophy Association for more than 25
years, including a two-year term on its national board of directors;
twice chaired the Local Organizing Committee for the National
Senior Olympics held in Baton Rouge; served for three years as
president of the Baton Rouge Kids Baseball Clinic; Chairman of
FestForAll (1984); served as president of eight community boards
including the Leadership Greater Baton Rouge Alumni, River City
Festivals Association, the Cerebral Palsy Association, and the LSU
Alumni Association. Named outstanding Young Man in Louisiana by
the Jaycees, Outstanding Young Lawyer in Louisiana by the LSCA
and Arts Advocate of the Year.

POLITICAL EXPERIENCE AND POLITICAL ORGANIZATION
MEMBERSHIPS: State Senator District 16 (1992 + present); served
on the East Baton Rouge Parish Republican Executive Committee
(1992 + 1996); East Baton Rouge Metropolitan Council (1988 +
1991); Student member of LSU Board of Supervisors (1977 + 1978).
Received numerous awards for legislative leadership, including
National Republican Legislator of the Year, the Lifetime
Achievement Award from Victims and Citizens Against Crime, the
Eagle Award from the Louisiana Association on Compulsive
Gambling and a national award from the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundation for his work with school based health centers.

1. Should the Secretary of State be appointed rather than elected?
Explain.

No. People should elect the chief elections officer for the state, but
safeguards should be put in place that will ensure the office is free of
partisan politics that can lead to unfair elections. That is why I co-
authored legislation that prohibits the secretary of state from
contributing to, endorsing, or working for candidates for elected
office. The office of secretary of state must be overseen by a person
with a proven record of independence and integrity. I have that record
and am prepared to handle the job.

2. What do you consider to be the best type of voting equipment?
Louisiana has recently invested millions of dollars in state-of-the-art
voting machinery. Every parish now has computerized equipment that
should serve election purposes for the foreseeable future. Because of
this recent investment, my focus will not be the acquisition of new
machinery, but instead will be to utilize Help America Vote Act
(HAVA) funds to implement complementary mechanisms to existing
machinery such as the scanning of voter signatures to eliminate the
potential of voter fraud due to human error. By utilizing dollars from
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HAVA, the state will improve current voting processes without
raising taxes or spending monies that could be spent in other equally
important areas.

3. What reforms would you propose for the recording of corporations
to make the the information available to the public?

My top priority as secretary of state will be to modernize, simplify
and streamline the processes of the office. As the "first stop" for
doing business in Louisiana, the secretary of state's office, which is
presently well run, should continue to take the necessary steps that
will allow businesses to file most documentation online, eliminating
unnecessary and time consuming trips to that office which creates a
negative business environment. I recognize that technological
advances are in constant change that is why a key component of my
staff will be a person who is well-versed in technology and who can
identify opportunities that exist to make business filings more user-
friendly. This is a critical first step in the state's efforts to improve
economic development.

4. What permanent changes to the voter registration procedure or the
election process would you recommend to the legislature?

I will aggressively implement a pilot program to allow for early
voting at highly trafficked locations in Louisiana communities. I will
propose the shortening of Election Day hours, while expanding the
early voting period so that voters can participate at their convenience
rather than the convenience of the state.

I will develop a plan to recruit new voting commissioners. Our
commissioners are a very dedicated group of mostly older
Louisianans who soon will have to be replaced with a new generation
of public servants.

I will recommend requiring all parishes to scan voter registration
information to ensure that absentee voting is free from voter fraud
due to human error.

With voter participation at an all time low, I will focus on strategies
to revitalize the American spirit of voting. I will have a strong,
personal presence in high schools throughout the state to promote
bipartisan voter registration of young people. I will support
distributing voter registration forms with high school diplomas and
mailing birthday/voter registration cards to 18-year olds.

*

"Mike" Francis

NAME: Michael G. Francis
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CONTACT INFORMATION FOR PUBLICATION: Gary Brown
Address: 11747 Wentling Ave. Suite A

Phone: 225-778-5650

FAX: 225-246-7757

Email: HQ@francis06.com

Website: http://www.francis06.com
PARTY AFFILIATION: R

PROFESSION: Self Employed, Owner Francis Drilling Fluids,
Crowley, LA

PRESENT EMPLOYER/POSITION Oil Drilling Fluids

HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATION Attended College
APPLICABLE TRAINING: Runs a company in Louisiana with
approximately same number of employees as the Department of State
CIVIC EXPERIENCE: Active in various civic and non-profit groups
POLITICAL EXPERIENCE AND POLITICAL ORGANIZATION
MEMBERSHIPS: Chairman, Republican Party of LA 1994-2000

1. Should the Secretary of State be appointed rather than elected?
Explain.

The Secretary of State should be elected directly by the voters of
Louisiana. The position of Chief Elections Officer is too important to
be left in the hands of bureaucrats.

2. What do you consider to be the best type of voting equipment?
It must guarantee that the votes of our citizens are counted properly,
timely and efficiently.

3. What reforms would you propose for the recording of corporations
to make the information available to the public?

Every effort should be made to have transparency regarding
corporations, stockholders and investors. Information should be made
available via the Internet to business owners in the most convenient
way possible.

4. What permanent changes to the voter registration procedure or the
election process would you recommend to the legislature?

We must consider measures thattoughen anti-fraud laws and close
any loopholes regarding any type of voter fraud.

*

Francis C. Heitmeier

NAME: Francis C. Heitmeier

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR PUBLICATION:
Address: 3709 General DeGaulle Drive Algiers, LA 70116
Phone: 504-621-1775; 866-406-7137
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FAX: 504-361-9794

Email: lastatecampaign@yahoo.com

Website: http:// www.VOTEHEITMEIER.COM
PARTY AFFILIATION: Democrat

PROFESSION: Retired after 30 years with Fortune 500 company.
PRESENT EMPLOYER/POSITION (if self-employed, what type of
business) Started own insurance agency with wife in Algiers.
HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATION (include graduation date): 1972
Nicholls State University Thibodaux, LA

APPLICABLE TRAINING: Started at entry level position at
BellSouth and rose to Manager in Public Affairs.

CIVIC EXPERIENCE: Greater New Orleans Tourist and Convention
Commission; Little Sisters of the Poor Boardmember; Knights of
Columbus; Algiers Jaycees

POLITICAL EXPERIENCE AND POLITICAL ORGANIZATION
MEMBERSHIPS: Currently serving as Senator District 7,
representing Algiers, West Jefferson, ---, and Plaquemines; Chairman
of the Senate Finance Committee; State Representative District 102
1984 + 1992; Commerce and Consumer Protection; Legislative
Budgetary Control Council.

1. Should the Secretary of State be appointed rather than elected?
Explain.

The Secretary of State should remain elected so that he/she would be
directly responsible to the people of Louisiana. The Secretary of State
has many duties but perhaps the most important is that of Chief
Elections Official. The person administrating elections should be
elected by the people. A new law which prohibits the Secretary of
State from endorsing candidates is a good one.

2. What do you consider to be the best type of voting equipment?

The electronic voting machines, which the state has used since 1991
in much of the state has been secured for all parishes just this year.
Most poll commissioners I spoke to like the new machines. The ballot
has large print and is wheelchair accessible, but perhaps most
importantly it has an internal tape back up which is a "check and
balance" on our elections. In the future, we must look into new
technology that will enhance our citizens voting experience.

Voting real time, in a satellite system, which is bringing the voting
booth to the public, is something we must seriously consider.

3. What reforms would you propose for the recording of corporations
to make the information available to the public?

The recordation of businesses and the concurrent database can be
enhanced by the ever improving technology of the World Wide Web.
I would look into improvements on every level but one thing I hear
from citizens is that they would like to file and pay electronically.
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4. What permanent changes to the voter registration procedure or the
election process would you recommend to the legislature?

The election process and/or the voter registration procedure must be
constantly studied to take advantage of new technology, the people's
needs and what should promote our democratic process. I would like
to streamline the number of elections to be more efficient to save
money for Louisiana taxpayers. I also support the National League of
Women Voters founding principal that every citizen has a right to
vote.

Allen "Al" Leone

NAME: Allen D. Leone, Sr.

CONTACT INFORMATION FOR PUBLICAT: Diane Riehlmann
504-421-4428

Address: 4716 Canal St., Suite E, NOLA 70119

Phone: 504-908-1288

FAX: 504-454-3344

Email: allenl@kw.com

Website: http://www.voteleone.com

PARTY AFFILIATION: Republican

PROFESSION: Realtor/ Owner of Keller Williams Realty River
Parishes

PRESENT EMPLOYER/POSITION (if self-employed, what type of
business) Real Estate

HIGHEST LEVEL OF EDUCATION (include graduation
date):Loyola University, 1997

APPLICABLE TRAINING: Degree in Organizational Behavior
CIVIC EXPERIENCE: United Way Sponsor, Rebuild Grand Isle
Sponsor and Contributor

POLITICAL EXPERIENCE AND POLITICAL ORGANIZATION
MEMBERSHIPS: Community activist, nationally respected
realtor/business owner, acknowledged, interviewed and quoted in The
New York Times Best Seller, The Millionaire Real Estate Investor.

1. Should the Secretary of State be appointed rather than elected?
Explain. Elected. Elected officials can be held accountable by the
voters rather than the Governor.

2. What do you consider to be the best type of voting equipment? Our
Secretary of State's office has been a well run office. We are already
using state of the art equipment which is accessible to handicapped
and disabled voters. And according to the Secretary of State Elections
Division, our election staff is nationally recognized for their work.
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Voters were very pleased in the last election, and the machines
performed well.

3. What reforms would you propose for the recording of corporations
to make the information available to the public?

After winning the election, I plan to survey the Secretary of State's
employees on how we can continue to improve the standards of the

office, and, also provide excellent service to the citizens of Louisiana.

4. What permanent changes to the voter registration procedure or the
election process would you recommend to the legislature?

I will examine all websites, and schedule meetings with large
corporations that work with the Secretary of State's office. That is
where I will get my information on how to improve. Then I want to
compare that with how other states perform. Those other states being
ones that are comprised of Fortune 500 companies, for example,
Texas. I want to see what they do, compared to what we do, in order
to help improve our office. My biggest challenge is not just the
running of the office. It is bringing Fortune 500 companies back to
our great State of Louisiana. That's the real challenge. That's why I
am an Ambassador, not a politician.
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